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Committee Report for May Business Dinner

Name of Committee:    Corps of Engineers Liaison
Committee Chair:   Lance Helwig, USACE (committee chair alternates every year between USACE and ACEC Oregon) 

Mission Statement:  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Portland District and the American Council of Engineering Companies of Oregon (ACECO) commit to a meaningful partnership between our organizations in the common purpose to provide quality and responsive engineering and consulting services to the nation and the world. 
Committee Goals:

· Ensure a cooperative dialogue between USACE and ACECO at all levels. 

· Clarify and understand the changing roles of USACE and the private sector. 

· Foster an attitude that explores opportunities and resolves issues. 

· Enhance professionalism and integrity throughout the design and construction industry.
· Promote quality and value through improved business practices. 

· Invest in the future by promoting new technology, continuing education, and research and development. 

· Promote qualifications-based-selection procurement of A-E services. 

· Promote the use of project delivery methods that best serve the public interest. 

· Support a healthy USACE and a strong U.S. engineering industry.

· Collaborate to expand U.S. business opportunities in the global marketplace. 

What did the committee accomplish this year or what was noteworthy?

Held meetings during the year covering issues of interest to the USACE and ACEC.  
Meeting Highlights:

Oct 2008 -
Duke Loney and John Etzel, P.E., with the Corps’ Hydroelectric Design Center, presented an assessment of 8 mini-hydro projects that the Corps completed in Afghanistan. 
Jan 2009 -
Jerry Christensen, Program Manager for the Portland District Levee Safety Program, gave a comprehensive overview of the Corps levee program focusing on policy, authorization, organizational structure, implementation, and levee database inventory and tools.  
Apr 2009 -
Chad Croft, Project Manager for PGE, presented an overview of the design and construction of the 273-foot underwater tower and fish collection facility that is being built at Round Butte Dam and Lake Billy Chinook.  
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Anything else you’d like to mention about your committee activities?

General discussion about American Recovery and Reinvestment Act: 
On 28 April 2009 the US Army Corps of Engineers released a listing of Civil Works projects to be funded by the ARRA of 2009.  The legislation, signed into law by President Barack Obama on Feb. 17, appropriated $4.6 billion to the Corps for its Civil Works program. More than $131 million has been identified for Portland District projects in western Oregon and southwestern Washington. 

Local projects include: 

· Tillamook Jetty. $12.6 million has been allocated for repair and stabilization of the north jetty at the entrance of Tillamook Bay. 

· Cowlitz River. $4 million is available to dredge the Cowlitz River at Castle Rock, and to improve 1,700 feet of levee at Castle Rock. 

· Columbia River Navigation Locks. More than $22 million will be used to purchase spare and replacement parts and make repairs to the Bonneville, The Dalles and John Day navigation locks, improving the reliability of the inland navigation system. 

· Columbia River Treaty Fishing Access sites. $28 million is available for the design and construction of two tribal fishing sites, and the completion of work at Celilo Village. 

· Willamette Falls Locks. $1.8 million for inspections and repairs to the 136-year-old navigation lock. 

· Recreation services. $7.2 million has been allocated for repairs and improvements to recreation facilities, ranging from road paving to roof repair to service contracts. 

· Environmental restoration. $6.9 million will be used to continue construction work on four environmental restoration projects in the Eugene, Ore., area and the lower Columbia River.

Nationally, economists estimate that Corps Recovery Act projects will create or maintain approximately 57,400 direct construction industry jobs and an additional 64,000 indirect and induced jobs in firms supplying or supporting the construction and the businesses that sell goods and services to these workers and their families.

Businesses and contractors interested in contracts which the Corps has advertised in support of Recovery Act projects should visit the Federal Business Opportunities (FedBizOpps) website at https://www.fbo.gov, a free online listing of government contracting opportunities. Stimulus projects are highlighted under a red “Recovery Opportunities” button on the right side of the page. If interested in an opportunity, click “Register Now” in the Vendors/Citizens block. Firms must be registered in the database before a contract can be awarded. 

The lists of projects released and additional information on the Corps’ role in the Recovery Act are available on the Web at http://www.usace.army.mil/recovery.  
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