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New member spotlight

Legislative Update – Coba’s Capitol Comments

Marshall Coba
CobaCo, LLC Gov’t Relations
ACEC Oregon lobbyist

The long‐awaited unveiling of the draft transportation package was, thankfully, worth
the wait. Showing strong leadership and a willingness to look well beyond the usual and
customary funding sources, amounts and limited durations, Senators Brian Boquist, R‐
Dallas and Lee Beyer, D‐Springfield presented a transportation package long on
aspiration and potential for making inroads on Oregon’s statewide transportation
needs. Boquist and Beyer were representing the efforts of the two chairs and two co‐
chairs of the Joint Committee on Transportation Preservation and Modernization who
have been holed up working on the proposal for the past couple of weeks. Both
Senators were quick to point out this is the beginning of a negotiating process that must
meet some quickly approaching timeframes to make it out of the session by sine die no
later than July 10.
Citing the need for skin in the game for all roadway users the package increases or
implements new taxes or fees on cars, trucks, bikes, payroll and new vehicle sales excise
tax. The payroll tax would be used for statewide transit issues and the vehicle excise tax
would be bonded and used for congestion relief. The total of nearly $8 billion over ten
years is financially similar to the Washington state plan of $15 billion over 15 years with
the difference in population factored in the equation.
The plan will require local match in the metro region to go along with state funds to get
at the major bottlenecks at the Rose Garden, Highway 217 and on I‐205 including the
Abernathy Bridge expansion.
The proposal suggests continuing the Joint Committee with oversight of ODOT’s budget
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and policy and to expand the Oregon Transportation Commission to include a more
diverse geographic representation.
The Joint Committee will meet again tonight with legislators serving on the Joint
Committee asked to be prepared to comment on the proposal and to identify areas of
concern. Some legislators questioned this quick turnaround from the Monday hearing to
fully comprehend what is actually in the package and to comment with full confidence.
Timing moving forward is limited as they hope to vote on the House floor in early June
and pass it to the Senate for a vote in late June. The proposal will be in one large bill,
possibly more than 100 pages, and that is to deter the referral of certain segments of
the package by interest groups who may find fault with that one certain provision.
The Powerpoint presentation is here:
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2017R1/Committees/JTPM/2017‐05‐08‐17‐
30/MeetingMaterials (Proposal for 2017 Tran. Pack. Sen. Beyer & Sen. Boquist
presentation) (Overview of work group)

THURS

Surfin’ Safari & All Committee Dinner

May 25

COME SUPPORT YOUR COMMITTEE!

Click HERE to register.

Join us for fun, food & festivities!
Catch up on ACEC Oregon news, hear brief
committee reports and vote on the 2017‐18
budget.

Click HERE to see who’s
already registered.
Click HERE to view the menu.

The newly elected board of directors also will
be inducted.
This is a great event to gain a good overview of the organization.
It’s also an excellent event for networking with leaders and up‐and‐comers of
Oregon and southwest Washington engineering companies.

SCHEDULE
5:00 P.M. – Social
6:00 P.M. – Dinner
6:30 P.M. – Taking care of business

Bring an emerging leader!
Enter promo code “EL” at checkout to receive $10 off registration.
(For member firms only. Good for one discount per registration; additional ELs will
need to register separately to receive the discount.)

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!
WHERE
Multnomah Athletic Club
1849 SW Salmon Street
Portland, OR 97205

MASON, BRUCE & GIRARD, INC.

New member spotlight – WELCOME!
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Central Geotechnical Services, LLC
Welcome new member firm Central Geotechnical Services (www.CentralGeotech.com).
A Service Disabled Veteran Owned Business, Central Geotechnical Services is a
geotechnical engineering firm operating in the residential, commercial, and government
fields. Services include exploration, investigation, engineering recommendations,
permitting assistance, geohazard assessments, field testing/inspection, construction
observation and more. Firm representative is Stephen Eagar, PE, Principal.

Durham and Bates Insurance Brokers and Agents
For a complete list of
member firms please visit our
ONLINE DIRECTORY.

Welcome new affiliate member firm Durham and Bates (www.durhamandbates.com).
Relationships built on honesty, an innovative team approach and excellence in meeting
client service needs are the foundation of who they are at Durham and Bates. They are
local brokers, providing a full range of risk management and insurance services to a
widely diverse industry group. Durham and Bates knows every client is unique. The firm
is most effective when they have an opportunity to understand their clients’ specific
needs, goals and challenges. Their valued clients appreciate that the client’s interests
are their top priority and most have been with Durham and Bates for many years. The
firm is committed to maintaining the trust that their clients have placed in them. Firm
representative is Kyle Floberg, CLCS, Account Executive.

SAVE THE DATE! Bring your clients!
June 21 – Networking Day golf tournament, Langdon Farms

UPCOMING


Sept 14‐16 – ACEC OR + WA Fall Conference, Sunriver Resort, Central Oregon – Reserve your room today!

ACEC Washington Upcoming Events – ACEC Oregon members receive the member rate!


May 18‐20 – Spring Conference – Key Staff Recruitment and Retention: Finding and Keeping Your Rock Star Employees



June 7 – The Internet Age of Criminals

COURTESY ANNOUNCEMENTS


May 17 – Changing Expectations in the Workplace, presented by SMPS



May 18 – Meet the Affordable Housing Developers, presented by Portland Housing Bureau

Comments? Questions? Please e‐mail mwebber@acecOregon.org or adavis@acecOregon.org.
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AMERICAN COUNCIL OF ENGINEERING COMPANIES OF OREGO
Serving the business needs of engineering and surveying companies in Oregon and southwest Washington since 1956.
5319 SW Westgate Drive, Suite 224, Portland, OR 97221
phone 503.292.2348 / fax 503.292.2410
www.acecOregon.org
Member of the American Council of Engineering Companies, Washington, D.C. ~ www.acec.org

Upcoming events: http://www.acecoregon.org/calendar_list.asp.
ACEC Oregon is 115 member firms strong representing more than 3,500 employees!
Check out our online directory at http://www.acecoregon.org/AF_MemberDirectory.asp.

Follow ACEC Oregon on Facebook!
If you do not wish to receive emails from ACEC OR, please reply to this email to be removed from our email list.
Questions about this email can be sent to mwebber@acecOregon.org. This notice is provided to further the purposes of the federal CAN‐SPAM Act of 2003.

4

